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Cleansing the Colony: Transporting 
convicts from New Zealand to Van 
Diemen's Land  
presented by Dr Kristyn Harman 
Shortly after New Zealand became a British possession, transportation 
sentences to Van Diemen’s Land became common to any that were 
deemed unwanted. As a result, at least 109 men and one woman arrived 
in Hobart from New Zealand between 1843 and 1853.  Almost half of 
these men were, or had been, British soldiers, while others were sailors, 
‘white collar’ criminals, Māori, or simply ‘vagrants’. 

This presentation shall explore colonial New Zealand attitudes towards 
colonisation, crime, and transportation. It will canvass the reasons why 
those sentenced to transportation became enmeshed in the courts and 
shall provide case studies to explore what became of those transported to 
Van Diemen’s Land. 

Dr Kristyn Harman is a Senior Lecturer in History at the University of 
Tasmania who specialises in cross-cultural encounters of Britain's 
nineteenth-century colonies, and twentieth-century Australasia.  Her two 
books on the subject of New Zealand transportation have been awarded 
the Australian Historical Association Kay Daniels award and longlisted in 
the Royal Society Te Apārangi Award for General Non-Fiction section of 
the Ockham New Zealand book awards. 

ALL WELCOME!  

Thursday 5 April 2018 at 5.30 p.m. 
Junior Medical Officer’s Conference Room,  
Port Arthur Historic Site  
 
For more information call 6251 2324 

 
 

 


